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Synopsis

The Puritan Way of Death is more than a book about Puritans or about death. It is also about family,
community, and identity in the modern world. Even before publication, eminent historians,
sociologists, and religious scholars in the United States and Europea-among them, Gordon Wood,
Philippe AriAfA"s, William Clebsch, and Robert Nisbet-hailed it as a "pathbreaking, provocative, and
exciting" work, a "terse, urbane, learned, clear, humane" volume. --This text refers to the Paperback

edition.
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Customer Reviews

"A bellwether book--an intelligent and highly original study of seventeenth-century attitudes toward
death. The book rests upon a strong command of social science literature and is written with style
and grace."--David Hackett Fischer, The New Republic"Stannard skillfully weaves diverse rich
sources into this interdisciplinary study of death--a common human concern. His study of the
Puritan way of death sets the tone for all the following eras of American culture."--Mary Pope,

Westmar College --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

David E. Stannard is at University of Colorado. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

This book tells how a devout group of Christians lost their way because of disease and other factors

beyond their understanding. They resorted to believing in supernatural forces out of their power to



control. That belief became so strong that they resorted to extremes like the Salem Witch Trials to
rid the communities of satanic evil. Their belief system was so colored that one can see their
warped mental images even in their children’s grave markers. David E. Stannard has put all these
elements together in an informative and interesting book that helps his readers appreciate the

difficulties that the Puritans had to become a Godly community for others to emulate.
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Quite unlike other non-fiction I've read, not only is this book packed with history and invaluable
information but, like excellent fiction, it was impossible put down! Mr. Stannard’s writing is exquisite
-- he made the historical figures he wrote about truly come alive for me.| recommend this book to

anyone who would enjoy a good read --- be it fiction OR non-fiction.

Puritans are sack yo they be all like "hey we want to practice our s***" but then they go to america

* k%

and when others want to practice they s*** they be all like "no our s*** is correct and you are are

wrong"

An interesting and informative book for anyone interested in American Studies.
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